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INFO 370 – Team Project Part 1: Select a Topic and Questions

1. What is our topic? The effect of instant messaging on dating.
2. What are our motives for studying this topic? 

a. We use instant messaging a lot, so we have a personal interest in the topic.
b. Instant messaging plays a large part of many young people’s lives and it’d be interesting to see to what extent it affects this one aspect of life.
c. Instant messaging has begun to be a form of communication in dating relationships.  It may be interesting to see what is people from adopting instant messaging.  In addition, it may be interesting to see whether instant messaging actually facilitates better communicationg (or worse).  Is it easier for people to initiate dates?  Does the adoption of instant messaging clients result in less face-to-face contact?
d. It may be interesting to see what kind of an impact instant messaging has had on dating activities, meeting new people, initiation and planning of dates, communication between persons in a relationship, or communicating break-ups.
e. It may also be interesting to see in general what (if any) service or personal gain instant messaging provides for those dating.
3. Three or four questions particular to this topic: (For each of these questions, it could be then determined for what demographic this most applies to or gives the most revealing results).

a. What is the effect of instant messaging on meeting new people and initiating dates? (Qualititative)
b. What is the effect of instant messaging on quality of communication between the persons dating? (Qualitative)
c. What prevents persons from using instant messaging to communicate with persons they may want to, or are currently dating? (Qualitative)
d. How many dating relationships were officially terminated (or begun for that matter) via instant messenger.? (Quantitative)
4. For most of the questions above, we would employ qualitative research methods.  The only question where we’d actually use quantitative methods is question (d) above, due to the fact that we can count and find a statistic giving a ratio of reported break-ups conveyed via instant messenger to break-ups communicated in more traditional means  We would use qualitative methods for the other questions mainly because the results can not be counted and because there is no other alternative.  For example, in question (b) above, how do you measure the quality of communication to a metric?  Instead it could be represented in a pre-defined qualitative scale. 
* Note: Terms like what qualifies as a “dating relationship”, “dating initiation”, “break-up” will have to be thoroughly defined in the process of this research proposal.
