INFO 370 – Team Project Part 6: Research Design

INFO 370 – Team Project Part 6: Research Design
Ryan Prins, Anthony Trotter, Rufino Virata, Jamie Yaptinchay

1. Identify the basic characteristics of your design.

Our study is a cross-sectional quantitative study of the effect of instant messaging use on young adult relationship quality.  Because we will not be observing the participants, but rather, will be administering questionnaires, our study involves non-participant observation.  To analyze the data obtained from the questionnaires, we will determine whether relationships exist between the chosen variables using statistical analysis methods such as the chi square test.  In addition, we will determine the strength of these relationships using further statistical analysis methods, including the phi test.


2. Describe how the overall design structure satisfies the goals of your research.

The final goal of our research is to determine whether the use of instant messaging affects the quality of dating relationships between young adults. Our overall design structure helps satisfy this goal by (1) being cross-sectional it allows for comparisons against our control group (non-IM users), (2) being quantitative it allows us to easily analyze the relationships between variables and the potential for greater generalizability, and (3) using random dialing techniques it allows us to have a larger response rate and consequently allows the study to be more generalizable. 

3. Discuss the limitations of this design.

· Our sampling frame includes only the Puget Sound area which could potentially limit generalizability.

· By choosing our age range (18-25) we are assuming that they are the most mature population, of those that use IM frequently relative, to the general population. In addition, there is a larger probability that they will be in a relationship at this age.
· When analyzing accepting influence, they will be using verbal communication instead of instant messaging as their main form of communication.
· By using a cross-sectional design versus a longitudinal design we have to compare our participants against a control group as opposed to comparing the same group of people over time.
