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The Information School


INFO 440A Fall 2004 Bob Boiko, Instructor

Study Guide for Quiz 1

Here are the topics I think are important from this week's readings and lectures:

· Where is Papanek coming from? What's his beef?

a. Chip on his shoulder

b. Disliked conformity (radical)

c. Design is not just black and white
· What is the function complex?

a. 6 aspects of function that interconnect and thought of when designing something

i. Use

ii. Method

iii. Need

iv. Association

v. Telesis

vi. Aesthetics 

· What do associations have to do with design?

a. They make it easier to design a product. Like a car for use and so on…

b. Want the associations from inside of the viewer to be displayed on the page
· What is elegance and what does it have to do with design?
a. Elegance is making the complex simple
· What is the essential thing that designers do?

a. Solve problems

b. See problems

c. Discover problems
· What does Papanek think conformity and creativity have to do with each other?

a. Conformity and creativity are antitheses, at odds with each other. Conformity produces blocks from various social pressures (school, home, work, church, play, etc).
· What are blocks?

a. Like "writer's block" it's a hinerance on creativity. It is important to get a real grasp of the problem however (killing mice versus getting rid of mice).

· How does the "Arcturus" method attempt to get around blocks?

a. The Arcturus project is an attempt to design a vehicle for the fictional people of Arcturus IV, a bird like people with 6 fingers and X-ray vision, but with slow reaction speeds. It teaches us that design is deep-seeded in culture and the environment in which we live (the Arcturians having 6 fingers might change their numbering system for instance)
Blocks are imposed by assumptions in culture, and environment. by removing ourselves from them, the creative process can continue and we can better design functional pieces for people of other cultures, as well as our own.

Suite 370 Mary Gates Hall   Box 352840   Seattle, Washington 98195-2840 

Phone: (206) 543-1794   Fax: (206) 616-3152   Email: info@ischool.washington.edu

Web: http://www.ischool.washington.edu

[image: image1.wmf]