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Knister and Prakash: “DistEdit: A Distributed Toolkit for Supporting Multiple Group Editors
This paper discusses the use of DistEdit, which is a toolkit that can be used for supporting multiple editors to act in a collaborative manner. In this paper they modified MicroEmacs and GNU Emacs. They used these programs to enable users to share documents over these multiple programs for multiple users to edit. This paper is important to CSCW because it offers a look at a toolkit that enables people to use an editor of their choice to edit their documents, but wit the addition to have collaboration with it at the same time.
Reading this paper I found myself just looking at the collaborative editor that I use today. Now, it is not based off a toolkit per se, but the concept of the collaboration is still there. Every day, when we are in class, those of us running OS X use a program called SubEthaEdit (www.codingmonkeys.de/subethaedit/) to take notes as a group while we are in class. We’ve been doing this for the majority of our INFO classes over the past year. We’ve found that this is a great way to get good thorough notes. This has been a great benefit to me and to those who use the tool as well.
So, when reading this paper I was just really interested in how they did this. Not only did they provide the collaboration (while not robust, it was functional) they did it in a manner that people could use the editor of their choice and still be at the same level of collaboration. Now, they did run into some problems with programs that were more feature rich than others, but I would imagine that with a toolkit like that this could be expected. But, the idea that you can integrate this toolkit into a program and get it to talk to another program that is different just amazes me. I don’t know how many times I’ve sat in class and wished that we all (PCs & Macs) could share the same note set. With a toolkit like that this would be possible.

Overall, I really found this paper to be quite interesting. I never have thought of taking a toolkit and applying it to multiple programs with the intention to have them be collaboration tools. I don’t know how big of a study this was with tools like this, but with the prevelant use of Wi-Fi and other technologies I can see technologies like this to really take off. Programs like OneNote and SubEthaEdit are really only the beginning in my opinion. I think that people, once they use a program like this, will find great use when the do use these tools. Now, while they can be of great use, they aren’t for everybody. But, still, this technology is just beginning to blossom and it will be interesting to see where all of this technology leads us in the near future.

Score: 5 – Because of my use of similar tools, I found this paper to be really interesting.
